
Asbestos is a natural material made up of tiny  
fibers. It was a commonly used building material 
in pre-1980s homes. Asbestos is only a health  
risk if the material is disturbed, causing the  
fibers to become airborne and subsequently 
inhaled into the lungs. This can happen when 
materials containing asbestos are sanded, cut, 
water-blasted, drilled or broken during  
maintenance or removal work. 

Asbestos is removed prior to the demolition,  
relocation or removal of a home as part of a  
Kāinga Ora development. To ensure safe  
asbestos removal practices, we work within 
Worksafe NZ guidelines and only use specialist 
operators for this process.

THE PROCESS

At each development site, we arrange asbestos testing 
by an Independent laboratory before we carry out  
any remediation or construction work. If asbestos is  
detected, we engage a licensed contractor to carry  
out the removal in a way that prevents asbestos fibers 
being released into the air. This is a legal requirement 
and ensures we remove any asbestos safely before we 
begin work.

During removal, our contractors prevent the release  
of dust using several measures. This includes fencing 
and environmental monitors and controls along site  
boundaries, minimising breakage of solid asbestos,  
keeping the soil damp, and ensuring asbestos- 
contaminated material is wrapped in plastic before it 
leaves the site.  

The area is then cleaned and any asbestos dust is  
carefully collected and disposed of safely. 

WHAT WILL I SEE DURING THIS TIME?

During the asbestos removal you may notice contractors 
wearing protective clothing and breathing masks. 
Workers who have constant exposure to asbestos over
many years are at risk of asbestos-related diseases.  
Their protective clothing and breathing masks help to  
minimise these risks and also ensures their normal clothing 
is protected from asbestos contamination. 
 
Please do not enter the asbestos removal area while work 
is being undertaken. This area will be fenced off and clearly 
identified by the contractor before work starts.

HOW WILL THIS AFFECT ME? 

While we are in the neighborhood we always do our best to 
operate as good neighbors and minimise disruption. Asbes-
tos is only a health-risk if fibers are released and inhaled 
into the lungs, and we take extra precautions to ensure 
there is no risk to surrounding neighbors during  
this process.

WILL WORK STILL TAKE PLACE IN ALERT 
LEVEL 2? 

At Alert Level 2, construction is permitted. All contractors 
will follow Alert Level 2 health and safety guidelines to  
ensure everyone remains safe.
 

WHO DO I CONTACT?

For any questions about the process, please contact our 
Senior Stakeholder and Relationships Manager Josh Clark 
on 021 541 624 or 0800 801 601.

For more information about the development,
you can visit our website poriruadevelopment.co.nz


